
Easter 6 Homily 

 
Acts 10:44-48, Ps 98, 1 Jn 5:1-12, Jn 15:9-17 

 
Melbourne’s autumn is one of the pleasures of living in this great city. I love 

the cool nights and warm days, after the heat of summer and before the cold 
of winter. I love the fact that we have marked seasons here, and I feel sorry 

for people like my nephew Luke, who lives in Brisbane, and who had never 
seen trees in their autumnal glory until he visited Melbourne recently. 

 
In a similar fashion, I love the liturgical seasons of the year, each with its own 

character and emphasis. In these Great Fifty Days of Easter, the season from 
Easter Day to Pentecost, we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus and we 

proclaim the certain hope of our own resurrection and Christ’s defeat of evil, 
fear, death and destruction. The readings for this season reflect the life of 

discipleship, as we examine the activities of the early church and ponder 

Christ’s teachings to his disciples, principally in the Gospel of John. 
 

Our readings today are about love and the Gospel reading follows straight on 
from last Sunday’s reading, the part of Jesus’ Farewell Discourse to the 

disciples where he uses the metaphor of the vine and the branches to teach  
them about the call to discipleship and what it means. Jesus uses this image to 

mirror the relationship between himself, the Father, and the disciples.  
 

Grapevine branches are pruned in order to encourage new growth and more 
fruit. This in turn can be made into wine. It is no wonder that the grapevine is 

an important symbol for Israel in the OT. In the metaphorical use of grapevine 
imagery here, Dorothy Lee suggests that fruit probably refers to ‘the exterior 

signs of love in the believing community, which enable believers to find 
abundant life and thrive in relation to one another’.1  

 

One word that is used frequently in this passage is the word ‘abide’. This is a 
word John often uses to express his concept of discipleship, in fact the Greek 

word for this occurs over 40 times in his gospel. Abiding in the grapevine 
means dwelling in the love between Father and Son, between Christ and 

believers, and between believers themselves. Abiding indicates intimacy, 
connection, a restfulness and a willingness to dwell where one needs to be. 

 
As the passage continues, John develops the vine metaphor in terms of love 

and friendship. He describes the relationship between himself and the disciples 
as one of friendship, and not as a master-servant relationship. There is 

considerably more intimacy in such a relationship, but also more responsibility.  
There is also more intimacy in the relationships between disciples, for they are 

friends, not fellow servants. This will demand more in love from the believing 
community. 

 

What does it mean for us to bear fruit, as disciples, as friends of Christ? 
The passage itself gives us two indications. The first is that we exercise 

                                    
1 Dorothy Lee ‘John’ in New Interpreters’ Bible One Volume Commentary p.726 



obedience. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love (10). The 

second is love: This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you (12). 

 
Let’s flesh out those two requirements, which seem so transparently simple. 

 
First, obedience to Christ. Our obedience should be modelled on Christ’s 

own obedience to the Father. Christ has kept his Father’s commandments and 
abides in his love. We will abide in Christ’s love if we keep the commandment 

to love. Obedience is often seen as something negative, something that will 
restrict our freedom, but in fact our obedience will set us free; Jesus tells us 

here that it will bring us complete joy in his friendship (11). We learn 
obedience through trust, trust that the person who asks it will keep his or her 

word, trust that it is in our own best interests. If we have faith and trust in 
God, obedience will follow. Then we will be freed for friendship, intimacy and 

union with God through Christ. And therein lies our peace.  

 
Second, loving one another. In the context of today’s Gospel, this command 

is primarily about the household of faith. I will leave outreach to the world for 
whoever is preaching at Pentecost! We are here to support each other in our 

growth towards God. Christian growth does not end at baptism or confirmation 
but is a lifelong process. We are talking about both personal growth and 

growth as a community here. If you would like to know more about personal 
growth in love, there is an excellent book by the Quaker author, Richard Foster, 

called Celebration of Discipline. It’s an oldie but goodie.  
 

Regarding loving each other as part of a community, there is already so much 
happening here at Christ Church that it is impossible to list it all. There is 

formal involvement by those who join a group or committee, or put their 
names on a roster. There is the informal involvement by those who 

unobtrusively provide practical help in times of need, by our ‘generous 

anonymous donors’, by those who offer a listening ear or call someone who’s 
not been around for a while. Then there are those who quietly lead a dedicated 

life of prayer. Much more could be said here. There are many ways of building 
up the community of faith and I encourage you to take some time this week to 

look at your involvement in our community and check to see if you are doing 
(and being) what you are called to do and to be. 

 
In the Eucharist this morning we celebrate that we are called to be God’s 

people here, we are the Body of Christ in this place. We are here to love God, 
to abide in God and to sustain and support each other as we grow together in 

faith, trust, love and obedience. As we approach the altar this morning, as we 
hold out our hands to receive the Body and Blood of Christ, let our Amen be 

the sign of our willingness to be obedient to Christ and to love one another as 
he has loved us. 

 

Jill Renison 
Christ Church South Yarra 

 


