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All Saints Day 2017 
Rev. 7:9-17; Ps 34: 1-10; 1 Jn 3:1-3; Mt 5: 1-12. 

 

 

Unlike the Roman Catholic Church, we Anglicans don’t have a formal 
process of canonising capital ‘S’ saints. The informal process, such as the 

early church had, is probably fairly similar though. When I am at Trinity 
College on the days I am chaplain to the theological school, I am aware 

that Fr Barry Marshall is held in great honour, and celebrated each year 
with a memorial lecture. He is still talked about as a remarkable chaplain, 

a man who managed to engage with the students in matters of faith and 
worship. I sometimes think that our formal Anglican process of 

canonisation is by creating a memorial lecture for someone.  
 

So, what is All Saints Day about? Well it’s not about celebrating what St 

Paul calls lower case ‘s’ saints in his epistles, that is people like us who 
are the congregation of the faithful, but about those men and women who 

have witnessed in their lives to the fact that God is real. God is credible. 
They have given us evidence of this in their lives.  

 
Sometimes those lives were quite ordinary, such as the New Guinea 

Martyrs we recently celebrated, just ordinary teachers and nurses doing 
their job, for whom being there as a witness of their faith in Christ and 

love of the people was more important than their own lives. Mother Mary 
McKillop was another person who has given us evidence of a way of life 

which depended so heavily on God to provide and care for her and her 
sisters, that it offended the church leaders of the time. In many ways she 

was a modern, Australian St Francis, who gave evidence of her trust in 
God through her life of poverty and prayer. I would encourage you to 

read a biography of her life, as then her life starts to come alive and feel 

real; we can start to relate to her and understand her a little.  
 

[There are other modern local Anglican saints, not all commemorated in 
our Prayer Book unfortunately, but the Korean martyrs is one example. 

There were three Korean priests, two English priests and an English sister 
who gave their lives in the Korean war when they were sent on a forced 

march. Or the Cistercian monks of Mt Atlas in Algeria who were murdered 
in 1994, who like the Korean martyrs, believed they were called to be a 

presence of Christ among the people they lived with. And if that meant 
death, then that was the price they would pay.]  

 
These men and women are our companions along the way, they are part 

of the church, albeit not visible, but further along in their journey than us. 
The Letter to the Hebrews talks about the “great cloud of witnesses that 

surround us” (Heb 12:1), and they can be our exemplers, encouragers, 

our pray-ers, and our supporters. But they need us too! 
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That may seem a nonsense at first, because doesn’t being a big ‘S’ saint 
mean that you have arrived? Well, according to the Letter to the Hebrews 

again; “Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not 
receive what was promised, since God had provided something better so 

that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect” (Heb 11:39-40). 
Without us they will not be made perfect. So, without us, St Francis will 

not be made perfect? Or Mary McKillop? Or Mother Teresa? What does 
that mean? 

 
In a sermon which Rowan Williams gave for All Saints in 2012, he said: 

“…these great witnesses become perfect, they become fully into their life 
that God purposes for them when we respond, when we enter into a 

relationship with them. So that the way in which they have made God 
credible comes alive in us….Our life is bound up with theirs and amazingly 

and humblingly, their life is bound up with ours, they enter into their 

glory when we come with them”.1 And then our lives will be caught up 
with the generations of the faithful who will follow us. We also are called 

to witness to them about the reality and believability of God in our lives. 
We need to give evidence not only to those around us here and now, but 

into the future.  
 

We don’t tell the stories of the saints so much these days. We used to 
inspire young children with bedtime stories of the saints, and in Sunday 

School lessons. But also, we adults need books of Lives of the Saints on 
our shelves. And there are some excellent books out there. One of the 

inspirations in my life, when I was a teenager, has been and still is the 
autobiography written by St Thérèse of Lisieux. Getting past the language 

of the late Victorian era, her simplicity and utter faith were quite 
inspiring, as was her practical outworking of the Gospels. She knew that 

we are commanded by Christ to love as He loved us, and so she worked 

hard to love the sister in her convent who really annoyed her. Yes, saints 
also get annoyed and irritated by others, apparently, but it’s how they 

respond that is the difference. Thérèse would go out of her way to do 
little acts of kindness for the annoying sister, make a point of sitting next 

to her at Recreation so she could talk with her, and do little tasks for her. 
She was so successful that other sisters commented on how fond Thérése 

was of the sister. Actually, nothing could have been further from the 
truth, but Thérèse witnessed to the power of God’s love working in her. 

She was living evidence that God could be powerful in a life given to Him 
wholly. Thérèse was not a perfect human being, in fact in many ways she 

                                                      
1 Rowan Williams, sermon preached at All Saints’ Margaret Street, for the 150th year of the 
consecration of the church, on 31st December 2012. I have relied heavily on the ideas in 
Williams’ sermon for this sermon. http://www://rowanwillimas.archbishop of 
Canterbury.org/articles.php/856/archbishops-sermon-at-all-saints-margaret.street-london. 
(accessed 6 October 2017). 

http://www/rowanwillimas.archbishop
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could be almost neurotic, but she was determined and lived her life wholly 
trusting in the grace of God. 

Apparently, there are over ten thousand saints recognised in the Catholic 
Church, only some of whom the Anglican Church also celebrates, but 

today we celebrate all those who have been recognised as giving evidence 
of the credibility of God in their lives, which speaks much louder than 

clever arguments about God ever could.      
 

As today’s collect puts it, 
 “give us grace so to follow your blessed saints 

     in all virtuous and godly living 
  that we may come to those inexpressible joys 

  that you have prepared for those who truly love you.”    Amen                                         
 

 

Marilyn Hope 
Christ Church South Yarra 


