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Sermon – Mary Magdalene 

John 20: 1-2, 11-18, 2Corinthians 5:14-17 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be 

acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 

Three weeks ago, when I last addressed you, I had perhaps the unenviable 

task of preaching the week after Richard’s last service and sermon.  Today, 

we find ourselves again gathered together, the day after his consecration to 

bishop.  Yes, it’s been another big week in the life of our community here at 

Christ Church, so its very apt that we are celebrating the Feast of Mary 

Magdalene.  In a case of life imitating the Gospel, or perhaps it’s the Gospel 

imitating life, we have John’s account of the resurrection, a story that shows 

Mary Magdalene in an intensely personal encounter with the risen Jesus, 

which results in a profound transformation.  But this is also a story of 

transformation on a much larger scale.  It is a story of God’s saving presence 

in all our lives across time, culture and geography or, as Paul puts it in his 

second letter to the Corinthians, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 

creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become 

new!”  So today, I want to look at these readings and reflect on both the 

personal change that Mary’s encounter with Jesus brings, as well as the 

implications for collective change that new creation brings to a community, a 

nation or even the world.  

Over the last couple of weeks I have been watching Compass, the ABC’s 

program on religion and ethics.  They have just finished presenting a series 

on the women disciples of Jesus and exhibit one was Mary Magdalene.  It 

was interesting to hear how Mary’s own name showed her as a very unique 

individual.  In a time when women’s names were usually referenced by their 

male relatives, Mary’s name was referenced by “magdela”, the Aramaic word 
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for tower.  Mary is featured across all four Gospels at the empty tomb, and 

the Greek text refers to her as Mary the Tower not Mary from Magdala as is 

more commonly understood.  This naming would be more like Jesus calling 

Peter the Rock or Thomas the Twin.  If we consider Mary the Tower, we 

might imagine Mary as someone who is perhaps strong, tall, independent, 

far sighted, and this would be consistent with her presence at the tomb, as 

the first person to see the resurrected Christ and the person first charged 

with telling the Good News to Jesus’ disciples: the Apostle to the Apostles 

as she was referred to by Bp Gary yesterday in his sermon at the Cathedral. 

Our Gospel reading today is well known.  The devoted Mary Magdalene is 

weeping at the empty tomb.  She cannot find her Lord.  How many of us have 

wept for the loss of someone special in our own lives?  Her reaction is 

normal.  At this very moment, Mary’s perception of events, her view of Jesus 

is limited.  She is looking for a body not a victorious risen Lord.  As we now 

understand it, a victorious risen Lord on Easter morning is a cause for 

celebration not tears.  But there is someone else at the tomb, whom Mary 

does not recognize, and she turns to this person and says “Sir, if you have 

carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”  

Jesus says to her “Mary!” Just one word and Mary’s life is transformed 

forever.  Her understanding of the situation is completely reframed.  Now she 

is joyful. Now she is ecstatic.  And Jesus continues to lead her into greater 

understanding by saying “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 

ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 

ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 

Jesus is telling her that things have changed and Paul also makes this point 

in his letter to the Corinthians: that there is a new kind of relationship to be 

had, one that is shared with disciples in every age and place.  That the 

relationship with the living God, our Father, is open to all of us.  The 
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resurrection is universal.  The reading ends with Mary being sent to share 

the good news with others.  The resurrection is the vindication of the life and 

death of Jesus, as the one in whom God, in person, entered our world for 

the saving grace of every tribe and people and nation. So, in Christ, there is 

a new creation: everything old has passed away and everything has become 

new!  

Today’s readings are about the transformational power of love.  That God so 

loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but may have eternal life. And at the deepest level, God’s 

love for us and our love for each other, makes way for God to abide in us, 

and we in him - for a profound and personal union between God and 

ourselves – just like the transformation that we see in Mary. 

So today, we give thanks to Mary Magdalene, the Apostle to the Apostles, 

that tower of strength and vision.  I pray that we can all learn from this unique 

woman.  That we too can be changed by a personal relationship with God, 

and that, we too, can go out into the world and tell the Good News! 

The Lord be with you! 


