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Christ Church South Yarra  Martyrs of New Guinea (1942), Sunday, September 3, 2017 

Wisdom 3:1-9 The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God 
Romans 8:31-39  Nothing can separate us from the love of God.  
Matt 16: 21-28  Saving, Losing, Gaining life. 

 

Today we commemorate and celebrate the lives of 12 Anglican missionaries 
called the Martyrs of New Guinea  
Ordinary people working on behalf of the Church  
with villagers in New Guinea 
caught up in the extreme circumstances of the Japanese occupation 
recognised as courageous missionary servants of Christ. 

 
We are told that their lives were in peril  

and that after much prayer 
they unanimously decided to remain with their people 
All 12 lost their lives in August 1942. 
They were priests, nurses, teachers, builders… 

 
Some churches have a stained glass window dedicated to them  

that state: 
“They, knowing full well the risk, elected to stay with their flock”. 

 
The death of these martyrs  

was the outcome of their service in the name of Christ,  
and of their commitment  
to the people they were called to serve. 

 
This theme is a part of our readings today 

Wisdom reminds us that the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God 
Romans declares that nothing can separate us from the love of God 
The Gospel relates how Jesus reassures the disciples 
not to worry about their lives  
because there will come a time 
when we must lose our lives in order to gain them. 

 
The Japanese occupation of Papua New Guinea was a tumultuous time 

The Roman occupation of Jerusalem and Palestine was a tumultuous time. 
The Wisdom and Romans readings were written  
to encourage the faithful in tumultuous times 
and that in all of this we are held in the hand of God. 
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We are reminded by our readings 

that in our tumultuous times 
we are held in the hand of God 
nothing can separate us from the love of God 
not to be afraid because it is God who gives us the fullness of life 
who will keep us in the love of God 
the Martyrs of New Guinea knew these verses as well as we do 
and in them would find their consolation 

 
We have all found ourselves in a tight spot  

extreme circumstances, when we know we can’t go forwards or backwards 
We can feel trapped, alone, desolate, afraid 
As Christians, like the martyrs, we have learned  
how to sit down and speak with God  
we know we can anguish with God 
and we know we can come to the point where we say,  
Over to you, God.  
Thy will be done. 
Then we can reach that calm where we feel uplifted. 

 
Giving of our lives, our self-giving, can take different forms 
 
There is much giving of our lives here at Christ Church  

we have heard something of this during our Stewardship Program  
for example… 
those who organise the Mission stall 
the Parish Committee, 
the Choir and the Music Foundation, 
the partnership in outreach with St Martin’s 
the gardeners and morning tea makers 
those who care and pray for each one of us. 

 
None of these forms is life threatening, we hope 

Nevertheless, with our congregating at Christ Church South Yarra 
we join with the saints and martyrs  
in the greater congregation of the church 
and, like the martyrs, we will leave a legacy 
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The legacy the Martyrs of New Guinea left are  
the Anglican Cathedral of the Resurrection at Popondetta 
the Christian Training Centre 
the Newtown Theological College, Popondetta, training indigenous priests 
the Martyrs Memorial School, now attended by 400 boys 
and  
the encouraging memory of their lives of faith and discipleship. 

 
The legacy we leave at Christ Church South Yarra we hope will be a sign of  

our trust in God 
our hope in Christ 
and our faith that in all things we are held in the love of God. 

 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Srebrenka Kunek STFE 


