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30. 7.17 

Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 

A difficult aspect of today’s gospel is its familiarity. We know these parables so 

well it can be a challenge to hear them anew. It was Jesus’ question to his 

audience that set me thinking about the problem of familiarity. He asks “have 

you understood all these things”? They reply “yes”. In my youth, I may have 

said something similar. As I age, I no longer have the audacity to claim that I 

have understood anything. Nuance and complexity confront me daily, and I 

need to wrestle with concepts in the hope of grasping meaning beyond the 

superficial. So, what of the Kingdom of Heaven that Jesus strives to illuminate 

for the crowd? If we want to begin to move towards deeper understanding, we 

need to begin work on our assumptions about what we know.  

Jesus follows his question with an important statement. “Therefore, every 

teacher of the law who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is 

like the owner of a house who brings out of his store room new treasures as 

well as old.” These words addressed to those who felt comfortable in their 

knowledge of the law and how to live a godly-life, are addressed also to us. 

What we knew about God yesterday, needs to be constantly held in tension 

with what we don’t know today. Each of us has to hold open a space for the 

Spirit to work in us to bring us to new, yet transitory treasures. Those on the 

God journey are constantly in a state of becoming.  

How do we find the energy and direction necessary to embrace discomfort and 

wait on the Spirit? We need to let go of our preoccupation with self. 

Rowan Williams illuminates the task more eloquently than I, when he   

addressed the Synod of Bishops in Rome in 2012 saying: “contemplation is the 

key to prayer, liturgy, art and ethics…the key essence of renewed humanity… it 

brings freedom from self-oriented, acquisitive habits and distorted 

understanding that comes from it. To put it boldly, contemplation is the only 

ultimate answer to the unreal and insane world that our financial systems and 

our advertising culture and our chaotic unexamined emotions encourage us to 

inhabit”. 

I paraphrase his next point. If we want to be transformed, we need to look to 

God without regard for our own instant satisfaction, to learn to scrutinise and 

to relativise the cravings and fantasies that that arise in us, and to allow God to 

be God.  
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So how do be launch into this project? It’s through letting go of our notion of 

self and attending to prayer. Not an easy task. The very pace of our days 

mitigates against time set aside to be with God. The to- do list is a burden that 

we all carry, but the challenge from Jesus is clear, we need to move beyond 

what we already know, in order to find new treasure.  

Does Jesus’ question to his audience and likewise to us, come with an 

accusatory tone or is its purpose love and invitation to new knowledge? 

Matthew’s gospel has been called the book of mercy. One of the strong 

themes of this gospel is Jesus; the Word made flesh.  Biblical Scholar Megan 

McKenna explains that Mathew sifts the ancient texts and interpretations of 

them, to bring out the most insightful of the old, and to layer into these, Jesus’ 

fresh and dynamic insights given by the Spirit. In this way the writer brings a 

depth, and shift in knowledge of God our Father. As we listen to the stories 

and the telling of the parables we see the word made flesh, resting in the 

Spirit. You and I are invited to do the same.  

How do we change and achieve this rest? Jesus gave us the first tool! 
Imaginative thinking required as we hear parables, can assist in letting go of 
rigid thought ushering in creative response. How often do we allow ourselves 
to day dream noting the images that arise in body and mind without becoming 
invested in them and fitting them neatly into categories and constructing our 
own individual paradigm of meaning? 

Jesus used parables to invite his listeners to examine their thinking. Can you 

allow yourself to be challenged in the same way? We can’t achieve radical 

change on our own! We need to rest prayerfully in the Spirit and allow it to 

work in us.  

This morning, we have the joy of participating in the baptism of baby Lucinda. 

Amelia and Andre have brought their precious child to be united with God 

through the gift of the Holy Spirit. The words and actions of the sacrament will 

work differently in each of us, and the meaning and understanding of this gift 

will continue to grow with Lucinda all the days of her life. Her baptism is an 

opportunity for all of us to imaginatively abandon ourselves to the touch of the 

Spirit.  

So, I return to the idea of contemplative prayer. To reach out to the Spirit is a 

journey for each one of us to take alone. No priest or a middle person is 

necessary. The work of self-forgetting is between the individual and God. You 

may already do it intuitively, or it may be something you want to learn about. 
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There are many wonderful guides who write about how to get started with 

contemplative prayer and I know that this is a particular interest of Mother Jill. 

I embrace an Ignatian approach to losing myself and resting in image and 

wonder.   

It may entice you to become contemplative as Jesus himself was 

contemplative, if you and I were able to do this we would be open to all that 

God wishes to pour into our hearts.  

AMEN  

 

Mother Linda Fiske 

Christ Church South Yarra 

 

References 

Megan McKenna Mathew The Book of Mercy New City Press USA 2007 

Rowan Williams Archbishop of Canterbury address to the Synod of Bishops on 

Evangelisation in 2012. 


