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FROM THE REGISTERS  
(SINCE LAST CONTACT) 

 

    Baptisms 
 

17 April 
 
  

1 May 
  

15 May 
 
  
 

22 May 
5 June 

17 July 

 

Max Sullivan Alabakis 
Lily Nola Barbaro 
William George Stephen Kimpton 
Felix Edward Caudle 
Michael William Herft 
Charlize May Brown 
Ashlyn Jae Christine Brown 
Harry Michael Strickland Goddard 
Ruby Joy Jasky 
Maxwell George Barker 
William Joseph Louis Barbaro 

 Sophie Margaret Ritson 
 
 

 

    Thanksgiving for a Child 
 

10 July  Grace Elizabeth Jones 
 

 

    Admission to Holy Communion 
 

29 May  Name 
 

 

Jacob Amenta 
Charlize Brown 
Flora Cutchey 
Sophie Davies 
William Ewert 
Fiona Gillies 
Ebony Harridge 
Alice Hockings 
Edie McLachlan 
Ava Pidgeon 
Louella Simpson 
Joshua Vinod 
Juliette Wilden 
 

    Funerals & Memorial Services 
 

19 April 
27 May  
10 June 

 

Ben Clegg 
Margaret ‘Biddy’ Ponsford (Memorial Service 6 June) 

Adam Wise 
 

  Ashes Interred 
 

5 April Shirley Hilton 
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From the Vicar 
 

The Parish’s ‘new’ Vision, Mission and Values statement 
(www.ccsy.org.au/mission.htm) continues to bear fruit in terms of 
the outworking of its associated Goals for the period 2016-2018.  
These can be found in the November 2015 edition of Contact on 
pages 9 & 10 (www.ccsy.org.au/publications.htm). 
 

The Mission Dinner in April held jointly with our Covenant partners at St Martin’s 
and the Parish School in support of Friends of Refugees is one example of this in 
the area of Outreach: developing awareness, building relationships, and raising 
around $5,000 for this community based organisation. 
 
Also under the heading of Outreach, and in partnership with St Martin’s, a small 
group is being established to explore a Reconciliation Action Plan for the two 
Parishes (and see page 5 for some images from the CCGS Reconciliation Week 
Service held on 3 June).  The Emergency Food Relief program in which we also 
cooperate together with CCGS is seeking volunteers to assist with the distribution 
of food parcels from St Martin’s once a month on a Tuesday (10.00am to 
1.00pm).  If you would like to participate in either of these ministries please be 
in touch with me via the Parish Office. 
 
Pastoral Care was identified as one of the key ‘Enablers’ of all that we seek to do 
and be at Christ Church, and on Sunday 17 July we commissioned four lay Parish 
Visitors who will help the Ministry Team to broaden the base of ‘first contact’ 
pastoral care.  Robin Baker, Kim Bong, Sheila Matthew, and Lilly Yeung were 
trained by our Parish Deacon, Marilyn Hope, and Fr Paul Bower, with the support 
of Mother Linda Fiske, and will have ongoing supervision as they visit 
parishioners at the direction of the Ministry Team, and make referrals. 
 
Building long term financial sustainability is another important ‘Enabler’, and this 
is happening on two important Stewardship fronts.   
 
First, it appears as though the Parish may report a modest surplus at the end of 
our financial year (30 September) for the first time in a decade – or at least a 
deficit much smaller than was budgeted for a year ago.  This reflects a positive 
response to the Churchwardens’ invitation to join or continue in the Parish’s 
Planned Giving Program.  In August the Churchwardens will be writing to you 
again in this regard, and I commend the 2016-17 Stewardship material to you.   
 
Second, in the 2015-16 financial year just concluded, the Christ Church Music 
Foundation recorded the highest amount received in tax-deductible donations 
since it was established 20 years ago.  
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The Trustees, in consultation with Parish Council, are seeking to build the corpus 
of the Foundation so as to resource the ministry of music from investment income 
without adding to recurrent expenditure from the Parish’s annual budget.  For the 
second year running the Trustees have been able to retain significant funds to 
that end.  Thank you for your generous support. 
 
Growth in faith and discipleship is at the heart of all our activities, and so it’s 
always a privilege to read the ‘Testimony of Faith’ of those – now 27 in total – 
who feature in the Gallery of Faith (www.ccsy.org.au/faith-gallery.htm), thanks 
to the initiative (and the camera!) of Dr Roy Port.  New faces, and testimonies, 
include Michael French, Michael Danaher, Peter Sherlock, and Caroline Travers.  
All of our ‘gallerians’ will be invited to Choral Evensong on 16 October – a 
Service of Faith and Witness – and we hope that you will come along also and 
share something of their journeys. 
 

It’s likewise encouraging to see Baptisms and 
Admission to Holy Communion (First Communion) so 
prominent in the ‘From the Registers’ section (page 2).  
On Trinity Sunday Fr Des Benfield baptised his great 
nephew Max Barker (left), and ‘home grown’ ordinand 
The Revd Emily Fraser (below, now Chaplain to 
Lowther Hall) was the preacher. 
 
We look forward to the 
Confirmation of children 
and adults at the combined 
CCSY and CCGS service for 

third term on 21 August at 10am.  Indeed ‘For Your 
Diary’ on page 15 of this edition lists many liturgical 
and other highlights which we commend to you and 
your families and friends. 
 
One of these occasions will take place at St Joseph’s 
Roman Catholic Church in South Yarra as part of our 
local ecumenical cycle of prayer on Friday 5 August 
at 7pm, on the eve of the Feast of the Transfiguration.   
Opportunities to worship and have fellowship with Christians from other 
traditions are precious, and it is only by committing to pray and meet together 
that relationships between neighbouring churches can develop as they have 
between Christ Church, St Martin’s, St Joseph’s, and the South Yarra Community 
Baptist Church, such that our combined witness to the hope we share in the 
Gospel is more credible.   
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CCGS Reconciliation Ceremony 
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A new Leadership Team for Christ Church Grammar School 
 

Chrissy Gamble – Principal 
 

Mrs Chrissy Gamble will be the Principal of 
CCGS from the start of 2017. 
 
Chrissy is the Deputy Head of Cranbrook School 
(K-12) in Sydney, and Head of Junior School, 
where she is directly responsible for the 
oversight of three separate campuses, and has 
driven new standards of academic excellence 

through a highly collaborative approach with her staff and the development of 
a shared vision across the whole community. 
 
Previously she was Head of Junior School at Scotch College in Perth, and Head 
of Junior School at All Saints’ College, Perth, where co-educational enrolments 
grew significantly under her leadership, including through the opening of a new 
Early Learning Centre.   
 
Education has been Chrissy’s vocation and calling since her own childhood.  
She has taught at all primary year levels, and began her career as a classroom 
teacher and music specialist.  In the year 2000 she was the winner of the 
National Excellence in Teaching award, and in 2010 she completed a Masters 
degree in Education at Murdoch University by dissertation. 
 
Christ Church’s values resonate strongly with Chrissy, who appreciates its 
uniqueness and distinctive culture, and she is committed to building on its 
strengths for the long term.  She is keen to come to a School that embraces a 
well-grounded and well-rounded education, fostering all aspects of a young 
child’s intellectual, physical, emotional and spiritual development.  
 
A courageous and dynamic leader, and a strategic thinker, Chrissy’s goal is to 
create a pastorally supportive, stimulating environment for staff and families, 
and to lead a great community by promoting high levels of trust, engagement, 
well-being and performance across the School.  She believes the Principal helps 
to set the tone, leading by example, and remaining accountable to the directions 
forged in consultation with all constituents. 
 
Cranbrook’s Headmaster, Nicholas Sampson (former Principal at Geelong 
Grammar), describes Chrissy as a remarkable and passionate educator for whom 
children are at the heart of her mission. 
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Chrissy is married to Ross Gamble, a horticulturalist, and their son Daniel is 
studying at RMIT in Melbourne.  Her mother also lives in Melbourne, with her 
sister Sharon who teaches religious education at PLC in Burwood.  Chrissy and 
Ross are excited about the move to Victoria, where they will be closer to family 
and where Chrissy hopes to watch her beloved West Coast Eagles more often.   
 
Our new Principal officially commences on 1 January 2017, and we look 
forward to making her welcome.  She was very taken with the church on a 
recent visit, and is a person of deep faith who prizes the School’s relationship 
with the Parish. 
 

Sandra Holland – Head of School (Operations) 
 

Mrs Gamble’s first decision, with the Board’s full 
support, was to appoint Mrs Sandra Holland as Head of 
School (Operations) – a position Sandra is excited to take 
up immediately and carry into 2017 and beyond.   
 
For the rest of 2016 Mrs Holland will be in regular 
contact with Mrs Gamble to ensure a smooth transition 
into 2017. Mrs Sophia Ashworth Jones, Headmistress for 
the last two years, will return to the UK in mid-August. 
 

This prominent role will see Sandra assume primary responsibility for the day-
to-day operations of CCGS, drawing on her outstanding administrative 
capabilities.  She will oversee several new portfolios and positions, and retain 
significant input into strategic planning. 
 
Christ Church staff and families – and many parishioners – will be aware of 
Sandra’s loyal service to our School in which she started her educational career 
after 20 successful years in the finance sector.   
 
Since coming to CCGS in 2004 she has served as a classroom teacher, campus 
coordinator, Deputy Head (Administration and Pastoral Care), Joint Acting 
Head, and Assistant Principal.  Sandra’s gifts and dedication are well known to 
us, and we have greatly valued her leadership and care in recent years. 
 
Chrissy and Sandra have established a great rapport, and are already enjoying 
working closely together in this strong and complementary partnership.   
 
On the cusp of the 120th year of its educational mission, and as an integral part 
of the Parish’s ministry to the wider community, CCGS is well placed to meet 
the challenges and take up the promises of our calling as Christ’s Church. 
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From Iona to Canterbury  
 

Mothers Jenny and Jill reflect on a modern pilgrimage 
 

We returned from our month long UK pilgrimage at the beginning of June. Our 
intent was to trace the establishment of Christianity from north to south. Although 
Christianity arrived in Britain very early on, it took the Celts to establish 
monasteries and mission centres.  
 

We began in Iona, where a monastic 
community was established by St Columba 
and his monks from Ireland, who travelled in 
tiny coracles across treacherous seas. Iona 
Abbey was central to the spread of Christianity 
through Scotland. Iona is a remote, windswept 
island off the west coast, beautiful but with a 
tragic history, since the Vikings slaughtered the 
whole community in 806. Today there is an 

ecumenical community who look after the abbey and the pilgrims who visit. 
 
Our next pilgrimage centre was 
Lindisfarne, or Holy Island, which is off 
the north-east coast of England. It was 
another important centre of Celtic 
Christianity, and both St Cuthbert and St 
Aidan were resident there. Today the 
ruins of the priory can be seen and there 
is a small modern community of Aidan 
and Hilda. The island is popular with 
tourists and bird watchers; it seemed to 
us that pilgrims were in the minority, although the local Anglican Church (St Mary 
the Virgin) was very hospitable towards pilgrims. 
 

The Anglican Shrine of Our 
Lady of Walsingham was 
another destination. We were 
surprised by the size of the 
complex: 200 people can be 
housed under the several rooves 
of the Shrine.  There were 
various parish groups who had 
come on pilgrimage and the 
weekends were really busy with 
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all the activities offered for pilgrims. We were there the day before the National 
Pilgrimage, when nearly 2000 people were to arrive for the day. It was an exciting 
place to be, for we felt that the future of the Church was far more certain here. 
 
Our final pilgrimage destination was 
Canterbury Cathedral. It is a profound 
experience to stand on the spot where 
the archbishop, St Thomas à Becket 
was slain in 1170 and to ponder on the 
many hundreds of thousands of 
pilgrims, past and present, who have 
journeyed to Canterbury. Canterbury 
is also important because it was here 
that St Augustine of Canterbury landed 
in 597, sent by Pope Gregory as part of the Roman mission to convert England. 
 
The experience of pilgrimage is one that we can highly recommend, for it 
challenges and changes the pilgrim in ways that cannot be imagined beforehand.  
There were many other places that we visited, but that will keep for another time! 

 
News from Cambridge 

 

While on pilgrimage, Mothers Jill and Jenny visited 
Alex, Kirsty and William – a bonny baby!  Kirsty had 
kindly arranged for them to stay at Trinity College, 
where she is a Chaplain.  After Choral Evensong 
they dined at ‘high table’ and rubbed shoulders with 
the good and the great of academia!  The Ross’s are 
thriving in their new home and asked to be 
remembered to the community at Christ Church. 

 
Fourth Sunday Lunches 

 

Authorised Lay Minister Kim Bong has initiated these monthly informal 
gatherings following morning tea (around 12noon) on the fourth Sunday of each 
month.  A simple meal is provided, at no cost, over which newcomers and 
parishioners can get to know one another a little better.  A time of guided 
reflection on the gospel reading and sermon of the day, or some other appointed 
theme, follows.  No need to RSVP, just turn up or linger a little longer at morning 
tea on 24 July, and any fourth Sunday thereafter – all welcome! 
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Interfaith Dialogue and Education 
 
During second term Christ Church hosted a visit from Year 11 and 12 students 
from Ilim Islamic College of Australia.   

Fr Paul gave an introduction to 
the Christian faith and spoke of 
the significance of Abraham in 
both traditions.   
 
I spoke about my journey 
towards ordination and the 
gradual awakening that God 
was calling me to use my 
teaching skills in his service.  

 
The young Islamic women had a range of very 
practical questions. Did I wash before prayer? 
One explained that while women may teach 
about prayer they may not offer prayer. She 
wanted to know if I am allowed to say prayers. 
I explained that I have the privilege of praying 
and presiding at the altar. 
 
There were questions about sin and the role of 
a priest in confession, about marriage, and 
about how the Bible is handled.  When the 
discussion was over the students and teachers 
took the opportunity to explore our church.  
 
We spent a happy and fruitful time together and the staff accompanying the group 
are keen to encourage on-going dialogue between Christian and Muslim 
students.  They hope to reciprocate our hospitality at future date.  
 

Mother Linda 
 

Mother Linda will be taking her Year 6 RE classes at CCGS to visit Temple Beth 
Israel and the Jewish Museum and – hopefully – also to the Islamic Museum of 
Australia, in Thornbury, later in the year as part of a unit on the Abrahamic faiths. 
 

CCSY is a ‘corporate’ member of the Council of Christians and Jews (Vic.), and 
regularly promotes opportunities for inter-faith learning and dialogue through the 
Council on the noticeboards located in the church porch and the Old Vicarage. 
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Lift High the Barbell 
 
I never planned to take up 
weightlifting. Until recently, I 
thought the ‘clean and jerk’ was a 
bickering couple. But, late last 
year I confronted the split seams 
and popped buttons of my sloth. I 
needed an intervention: I needed 
a gym coach.  
 
So it was that I found myself 
amidst the grunting, groaning gym 
tribe, staring down a barbell. I 
survived. Worse, I was hooked.  
  
As new words edged into our conversations – squat, deadlift, PB – my friends 
grew concerned. Fearing fitness evangelism (“It’s forcing it on others that I don’t 
like”), they tried reason: What would my vicar think? 
 
I confess: 5pm training has supplanted evening prayer. But, it has also given me 
plenty to contemplate. Importantly, weightlifting is not bodybuilding. The point 
is not to pump and pose.  Nor do lifts focus on single muscles – as I learnt 
painfully, weightlifting is a whole body exercise. Take the classic clean: a lift 
from floor to shoulders. Feet push. Knees flex. Hips extend. Shoulders shrug and 
the body springs.  
 
This might seem far from Sunday morning in the CCSY pews (at least not pre-
coffee). But it does reflect faith as a whole self exercise. It isn’t possible to grow 
in prayer, for example, without working compassion, extending hospitality, lifting 
our hearts upwards. And, like weightlifting, faith draws out surprising strengths.  
 
Both do so slowly. I grow my proficiency through patience: waiting, recovering, 
learning. There are gym days for pushing limits and brimming confidence; there 
are days to simply be content. The journey meanders: some days I’ll even swap 
a heavy barbell for a broomstick. 
 
Back in the early weeks, I felt my inadequacies. I thought that everybody else in 
the gym must judge me for my flaws: squishy, stumbling, struggling me. Now, 
months in, I see that all have their humblings. There is never perfection – and 
there is comfort and equality in that.  
 

A parishioner? A champion! 
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Of course, there are times when I’m wincing in liniment or lazing about, and I 
don’t want to lift. Persevere, I remind myself. It’s a reminder I need again when, 
deep into training, drenched and drained, I look at the bar and think: I can’t. 
Those times, I reach for more than bodily strength to find my grip.  
 
There is a moment in a good lift when the bar becomes weightless – a moment 
both quick and quietly exhilarating. This moment isn’t something to be shouted 
out, or written up with the scores. It’s personal. And, for me, it’s the moment that 
makes all the aching effort worthwhile.  
 
Rest assured, I’m not on a mission to add weightlifting to the Parish Diary 
(LiftSearch? WfM?). I don’t think that weightlifting in itself is especially mystical. 
Rather, I want to suggest that each of us try tracing the parallels between the 
hobbies we enjoy and our lives of faith. Swinging tennis racquets … stitching 
quilts … potting seedlings … what metaphors might be there to mull? 

 

Dr Bryonny Goodwin-Hawkins 
   
 

ArtSearch – exploring faith and spirituality through image 
 

It was in the crypt of St Paul’s Cathedral that ArtSearch was born, late last century, 
in the lead up to the first National Sorry day in 1998.  A question from Mother 
Jenny Nelson (at that time on the staff at St Paul’s) prompted a small group that 
was working on the Cathedral’s Reconciliation Project to begin working in this 
area more broadly.  Fr Donald Moffat, Indigenous artist and poet-priest, Dr Alan 
Day, retired academic, and The Revd Jenny Nelson were the founding members 
of what was to become ArtSearch.  The aesthetic dimension of their work was to 
be a means of interacting with and exchanging ideas within the wider church 
community, in order to help meet new challenges and stimulate discussion.   
 
The aims of ArtSearch were formulated as follows: 

•   to search for images that reflect aspects 
of the liturgical year; 
•   to exhibit work from the group for the 
congregation, clergy, and visitors to view; 
•   to speak to pertinent issues concerning 
the works when exhibited, and invite 
dialogue; and, 
•   to create opportunities for individuals 
to develop as artists and to undertake 
research. 
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During its early years at St Paul’s, ArtSearch contemplated issues such as 
Aboriginal deaths in custody and Reconciliation, and sacred sites including 
Uluru, through image, poetry, and music. 
 

When Mother Jenny moved to Christ Church South Yarra in 2002, ArtSearch 
followed, and it has had a home in the Parish ever since.  In the first instance 
Jenny kindly opened up her home upstairs in the Old Vicarage, and the group 
met and worked on the elevated veranda overlooking Fawkner Park to the west. 
 

Its numbers grew a little, including with the arrival of the exuberant Dale Bonza 
from the Unites States.  Dale was generous, excitable and lovable.  She appeared 
at her first ArtSearch meeting resplendent in a powder blue tulle-covered hat and 
matching jacket and frock!  The painting attire of other members was more like 
something out of Charles Dickens: old garments whose sartorial elegance could 
only be enhanced by accidental splashes of colour from paint brushes.  We all 
laughed at the situation, and enjoyed the pavlova Dale had brought for morning 
tea – a step up from the modest contents of the brown paper bags in which we 
typically brought our own snacks.  Dale was subsequently responsible for the 
production of an ArtSearch illustrated calendar. 
 

The opportunity to exchange ideas, discuss a 
range of topics, and exhibit in association with 
various liturgical festivals through the church year 
makes ArtSearch a lively contributor to the life 
and mission of the Parish.  Its present abode in the 
CCSY crypt area is shared with the Religious 
Education program ‘Godly Play’ that Mother 
Linda and Kim Bong lead for the younger CCGS children, and from there – and 
at French Fantasies Café on Toorak Road! – ArtSearch continues to offer an 
important ministry almost 20 years since its inception. 
 

If you are interested in joining Alan, Isabella Power, Mother Jenny and friends on 
a Wednesday morning from 10am-12noon, you would be most welcome; or if 
you would like to know more about what is involved, Mother Jenny would be 
pleased to speak with you – just call the Parish Office or drop in on a Wednesday, 
as people often do after the 10am Eucharist to say ‘hello’, view work-in-progress’ 
and offer encouragement.  

Dr Alan Day, Founding member of ArtSearch 
 

The photographs in this article are of the ArtSearch installation for Pentecost.  The 
next ArtSearch installation will appear between Michaelmas and All Saintstide, 
and members of the group will be inviting parishioners and CCGS children to 
participate in its production! 
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For your Diary 
 

Please note that Sunday School or Kids’ Church is offered each Sunday,  
including on long weekends and throughout school holidays, as follows: 

 

-   Kids’ Church at 12noon on the second Sunday of each month 
 

-   Sunday School during the 10am service every Sunday  
(except second Sundays of the month, when Kids’ Church is on at noon) 

 

Choral Evensong is sung by the Choir of CCSY on the third Sunday  
of each month at 6pm, followed by wine and cheese 

 
Sunday 31 July, 10am 

 
 

Friday 5 August, 7pm 
Eve of the Feast of the Transfiguration 

 
 
 

Sunday 14 August, 10am 
Mary, Mother of the Lord 

 
Sunday 21 August, 10am 

 
 
 
 

6pm 
 

 
 
 

Sunday 28 August, 3pm 
 
 

 
 

Sunday 18 September, 6pm 
 
 

Thursday 29 September, 7pm 
St Michael and All Angels 

 
Sunday 16 October, 6pm 

 

 Choral Eucharist  
The Choir of CCSY returns from winter recess 
 
Ecumenical Service at St Joseph’s  
With St Martin’s Hawksburn and the South 
Yarra Community Baptist Church, followed 
by supper.  30 Fitzgerald St, South Yarra. 
 
Choral Orchestral Eucharist 
See previous page for further details  
 
Choral Eucharist with Confirmation 
A combined CCSY & CCGS Service  
with Bishop Peter Hollingworth preaching 
and confirming children and adults, followed 
by morning tea in the Christ Church Hall 
 

Choral Evensong & Tucker Oration 
With The Brotherhood of St Laurence 
Preacher: The Ven Jan Crombie, 
Archdeacon for Parish Partnerships 
 
Hommage à Notre Dame 
Celebrity Organ and Choral spectacular,  
see previous page for further details 
 
Choral Evensong 
Followed by wine and cheese 
 
Choral Eucharist 
Followed by a festive supper 
 
Choral Evensong 
‘A Service of Faith and Witness’ (see page 4) 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

CLERGY 
The Revd Dr Richard Treloar, Vicar 
The Revd Paul Bower, Senior Associate Priest 
The Revd Marilyn Hope, Hon. Parish Deacon 
The Revd Jenny Nelson, Hon. Associate Priest 
The Revd Jill Renison, Hon. Associate Priest 
The Revd Dr Linda Fiske, CCGS Chaplain 

 

MUSIC 
Mr Michael Fulcher, Director of Music 
Mr Siegfried Franke, Parish Organist 
 

AUTHORISED LAY MINISTERS 
Ms Kim Bong, part-time 
Prof Peter Sherlock, Hon. 
Mr Jamie Miller, Hon. 
 
 

COORDINATOR OF SERVERS 
 Dr Jenny Baldwin, Hon. 
 

VERGER 
Mr Gihan Wijesinghe, Hon. 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Mr Lance Coughlin 
9866 4434  
ccoffice@ccsy.org.au www.ccsy.org.au 

 

 
 

SERVICE TIMES 

Sundays 
8am Eucharist (BCP) 

 

10am Choral Eucharist  
 

12noon Kids’ Church 
2nd Sunday of the month 

 

10am Sunday School 
Every Sunday of the month except 2nd Sundays 

 

6pm Worship 
 Choral Evensong 3rd Sunday of the month 
‘Service of Light’ Eucharist other Sundays 

 

Wednesdays 
10am Eucharist 

 

Fridays 
12noon Eucharist 

 

Saints’ Days & Holy Days 
as advertised 

 

Morning & Evening Prayer 
9am & 5pm weekdays 

 

Christ Church Grammar School Chapel 
8.45am Mondays & Fridays (during term) 
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