
Fr. Richard Treloar’s Farewell Choral Eucharist at Christ Church South Yarra,  24th June 2018 

I am humbled to be asked to propose this vote of thanks to our dear friend and Vicar of the past 11+ 

years.  I stand here on behalf of the Church Wardens, the Parish Council, the Ministry Team, the 

Music team and the whole parish including our Covenant Partners at St. Martin’s Hawksburn – some 

of whom are here today with their Vicar, Fr. Luke to say goodbye to Fr. Richard. 

Before I do that however, I want to say thank you, on your behalf, to Leanne.  Leanne, thank you for 

sharing your beloved Richard with us, all these years.  There must have been many nights when 

Richard has been spirited away by Parish or School meetings, many more nights when he arrived 

home simply too exhausted to help with family meal and children’s bath times.  For all those times 

Leanne we want to say thank you for sharing Richard with us. 

Thank you also Leanne for your quiet generous presence among us.  Many of us have appreciated 

your generosity and wisdom.  We have valued your contributions on many levels but none more so 

than your support of Richard in his role as our Vicar. 

Like many of us, I remember well that Sunday morning in 2011 when Richard shared with us news 

that you two were expecting a baby.  Richard, you told us that you felt a bit like Abraham and Sarah 

must have felt when God told Abraham that he was to have a child.   Well I’ve been reflecting on that 

comment of yours.  You have both indeed been blessed by God.  Like Abraham, you have been 

blessed by God so that you can be a blessing to others.  And what a blessing you have been to us!   

How fortunate the people of Gippsland are to experience that blessing which you will now take to 

them. 

Over the past week or so I have been quietly gathering stories and comments from a wide range of 

people in the parish.  “Richard has a beautiful way of making one feel special and affirmed, that one 

is indeed a child of God”, wrote one person.  Another wrote to me “I have always felt valued by 

Richard.  This empowers me to contribute to the growth of the Kingdom of God in a very real way”.   

Richard, thank you. 

A member of the Ministry Team wrote “Richard has a remarkable gift for crafting goodness out of 

tension – he is skilled in diplomacy and is a brilliant wordsmith – I see him editing language to create 

harmony and good outcomes out of sometimes very challenging circumstances.  Richard acts out of a 

deep humanity and great humility”. Richard, “Thank you for this”. 

Mother Patricia wrote to me…. “ Richard’s ministry of kindness touches us all, day in and day out, no 

matter who we are or how we are. I give thanks to God that Fr Richard has taught us well by his 

example.” 

Others have commented how much they have appreciated our Sunday School and have noted 

especially the generous way you have shared the leadership of that small group of children.  Yet 

others, many others, have cited the enjoyment they have from the music tradition at Christ Church – 

whilst largely the work of our wonderful Director of Music and our music makers, your role in 

fostering and encouraging this tradition at Christ Church is clear to all of us. 

Richard, one of the things I notice whenever I’ve met with you to discuss some problem or other…….  

You usually finish the conversation  “whatever seems good to Jamie, and the Holy Spirit”.  Others 

have commented on this little quirk of yours.  Do you have any idea how empowering that is?  Thank 

you, it is something I’ll always remember. 

I learned something this week that I didn’t know about you previously.  I’m told you are a published 

author and that beyond all the notable articles you’ve written in learned journals, Eureka Street and 



‘The Conversation’ you have a book to your name “Esther and the End of Final Solutions”.   My 

advisor extolls the book as an excellent read that brings the OT Books of Ruth and Esther to life.  I’m 

looking forward to reading it.   

There are a significant number of us who have appreciated your support of an educated laity.  There 

has never been a need for members of this community of faith to leave their brains at the West Door.  

Your support of “Explorations” (a weekly Bible study) and the introduction and subsequent 

mentoring of Education for Ministry (EfM) in this place has assisted many of us to grow in faith and 

understanding.  Indeed, a number of vocations have been revealed within these programs. 

All the people I’ve spoken with this past week have highlighted your humility, your prayerfulness and 

your generosity.  Many people have referred to your fine preaching and have been able to recall to 

me particular sermons that they have appreciated.  Many commented on that moment each Sunday 

when you deliver the Notices…… mentioning to me your self-effacing humour, your willingness to 

share the tragedies of your football team….. and in particular the warmth of your…….. “Welcome to 

Christ Church”.  Who could not feel welcome when you say that? 

Richard, it would be possible to go on extolling your strengths and virtues until way past dinner time.  

Let me try to sum up how we feel about you. 

❖ Here among us, you have modelled Christ in your life and work. 

❖ Over the past 11+ years you have enabled each of us to experience God here in fine Liturgy, at 

this table and in our lives. 

❖ You have lead us to be a loving and inclusive community of faith. Christ Church under your 

leadership has become a safe and welcoming community to all who cross our threshold 

regardless of age, ethnic origin, colour, gender or sexuality 

❖ You have brought us to a position where the parish is strong, viable and growing.  This parish 

will continue to grow in love and strength and faith because of what you have given us as our 

Parish Priest, these past 11+ years. 

❖ We will miss you enormously – both as friend and pastor – but there is also a sense in which 

we feel we have played a small part, a very small part, in God’s call to you to take up your 

pastoral staff as Bishop of Gippsland. 

For all of this dear Richard……..on behalf of all of us here gathered as well as absent friends, I propose 

a vote of Thanks. 

Could I ask you all to stand and show our appreciation in the usual way…….? 

Jamie Miller, Obl. OSB 

Authorised Lay Minister, 

 with thanks to the many Parishioners who contributed 

 to this tribute to Richard on his last day as Vicar of Christ Church, South Yarra. 
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